
To Whom it may concern, 

I am writing in support of the YTP program at Sherwood High School. My son is currently in the 11th 

grade and will be graduating in 2012.   Up until the time that Mr. Winkler entered into his day to day at 

the high school my son did not have a specific person that he felt understood and supported him 

outside of the academics.  His disability effects his communication and among other things, leaves him 

with a huge deficit in organizational skills and Mr. Winkler not only made an effort to help with this 

deficit but built a relationship on respect and understanding rather than judgment.  Helping Chase to 

create an organizational plan that works for him and helps him to see how organization is important in 

the world outside of school.   Mr. Winkler and the YTP program are advocates supporting the future that 

is chosen, be that college or job corps or work. They are teaching real skills that will transition him from 

the academic classroom into the adult career world.   Mr. Winkler and YTP have played an important 

role for my son over the last two years, encouraging his growth and helping to get him out of his 

comfort zone.  Helping to recognize strengths and weaknesses and work on those.  It is due to him and 

his role that we were able to attend career day for his occupation of interest and has provided 

opportunity to be a camp counselor.   The YTP program gives both my son and me hope that a child with 

a disability has a support network all be it one man, that is encouraging and tremendously valuable in 

what it teaches to help them gain confidence and knowledge to exist outside of the school environment.  

The actual skills being learned with the YTP program are things that not only would not be learned 

otherwise but are appearing instrumental in creating a confident, capable, and excited child when 

looking to what he can do currently and in the future.  My son recently sent me an email, excitedly 

wondering if I received it.  It was his resume, made possible by YTP and Mr. Winkler.     He was recently 

offered a part-time position working for a local plumber and the confidence to interact and accept the 

responsibility is directly related to what Mr. Winkler is doing at Sherwood High School YTP.  

I am grateful for this program and hope that future parents of children with disabilities have this same 

opportunity to experience what such an amazing program offers. 

Sincerely, 

Monica Griffin  

 


